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Expanded Core Curriculum

The core curriculum standards
applied to many students
cannot be reasonably applied to
students who are blind or
visually impaired. Instead,
these students follow an
expanded core curriculum that
accounts for the additional
areas of learning that
accompany blindness.

Compensatory or functional
academic skills. Skills that are
required by students who are
blind or visually impaired for
access to learning equal to their
sighted peers.

Orientation and mobility. Skills
for movement in any
environment, required for
independent travel.

The New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (NMSBVI) is
defined in statute as a “special purpose school. ” The adequacy standards
used to evaluate NMSBVI are independent of those used to evaluate other
schools. In the case of special purpose schools, adequacy directly relates to
the ability of the school to address the unique needs of its students. Many of

the facilities’ specifications are spelled out directly in statute:

(4) NMSBVI preschool
(5) NMSBVI elementary

A Science:

(6) NMSBVI middle/high school

6.27.31.14 — Specialty Classrooms

6.27.31.13 — General Use Classrooms

110 net sf/student, but not less than 450 net sf.
90 net sf/student, but not less than 450 net sf.
85 net sf/student, but not less than 450 net sf.

(2)(b) NMSBVI science classroom. At least 13 net sf/student, but not less than 900
net sf. The space shall have science fixtures and equipment, necessary to
meet the educational requirements of the special purpose school.

C. Art Education:

3) NMSBVI art education program shall not be less than 12. 5 net sf/middle or
high school student.

D. Expanded core curriculum

2 The NMSBVI expanded core program space shall not be at less than 3,500
net sf plus 22 net sf/student in grades 1 through 12.

E. Technology-aided instruction

(2) NMSBVI. Provide space that meets 7. 5 net sf/student of the planned school

program capacity, with not less than 650 net sf.

Additionally, statute provides for the application of adequacy standards to
individual buildings of special purpose schools, rather than to the entire

campus, as is done with traditional schools.

Facilities Master Plan (2012-2017)

Source: PSFA

Facility | Category |Sq. Footage NMSBVI - Current Square Footage
To be Renovated: Total Adequacy Sqg. Footage 92,440
Ditzler Auditorium Support 19,708 Total Support Sq. Footage 85,784
Garrett Dormitory Adequacy 14,745 Total Sq. Footage 178,224
Health Sciences Building Adequacy 3,066
Jack Hall Adequacy 27,205
Library/Central Receiving Adequacy 5,868
Maintenance Office Support 3,642 NMSBVI - Adequacy vs.
Storage Shed at Maintenance Shops |Support 2,857 Support Spaces
Maintenance Shops & Auto Garage  |Support 7,388
Natatorium Support 9,196
Quimby Gymnasium Adequacy 14,587
Tapia Building Support 3,044 48.1% B Adequacy
Watkins Education Center Support 20,320 DO Support
Total Space to be Renovated: 131,626
To be Demolished:
Bert Reeves Building Support 11,367 Source: PSFA
San Andres Administration Building  |Support 8,262
Sacramento Dormitory Adequacy 16,109
Wanda Raney Adequacy 10,860
Total Space to be Demolished: 46,598
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